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Word Smart 

• Typically writers, journalists, teachers, poets, speakers.  
• Jesus was a storyteller. “Jesus also used this illustration…” (Matthew 13:33). 

  

3 
 



[TITLE] Love: Apply Within 
[SMART] Word Smart (with Logic Smart) 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 
[POINT] We’re together in love! 
[BEST FOR] Grades 5 and 6 
[SUPPLIES] Bible, collect or create generic employment applications, pencils, and 30 small 
tokens (like pennies) per child 
 
Give each student a pencil and an employment application. Say: We’re going to complete 
these applications to fill the job openings for “love,” “faith,” and “hope.” Imagine that 
you’re completing this application as one of these three characteristics. Fill out the 
sections as you imagine love, faith, or hope might complete them. 
 
For example, in the “name” space, you might list other names love might go by. Or in 
the “address” section, you might describe where faith is found. Or you might list 
things hope is most known for in the “experience” section. Choose one of the three 
words (without telling anyone else your choice), and complete the application. 
 
Allow enough time for kids to fill out the applications. Then call time, and form groups of no 
more than four (make sure each group includes at least one person who filled out the 
application as love). Then have kids tell what they stated on the forms. Ask someone in 
each group to read aloud 1 Corinthians 13:4-8. Ask: 
• What do these applications tell you about faith, hope, and love? 
• What does the Scripture passage add to your definitions of love? 
• Why is love so important in your relationship with God? with others? 
• What happens when you have faith but not love? hope but not love? 
• What makes love the most important characteristic of all? 
 
Have kids sit on the floor, as far away from each other as possible. 
 
Give each person thirty pennies. Say: Use your pennies to make a graph illustrating how 
well you’re doing with each of the three characteristics—faith, hope, and love. No one 
else needs to see your graph, and you don’t need to tell anyone which of the three 
columns is which. But you must use all of the pennies. making a longer line of 
pennies for the area you’re doing best in and a shorter one for the area you need to 
work on. Begin by making a graph of how much love, faith, and hope you have in your 
current relationship with God. 
 
Give kids a couple of minutes to make their graphs, then say: Think about your graph and 
what it tells you about your relationship with God. Then move the pennies around, if 
necessary, to show what you’d like your graph to look like. 
 
Allow time to move the pennies. Now say: It’s important to have all three 
characteristics of faith, hope, and love in our lives. But the Bible tells us that love is 
the most important of all, and it explains what true love is all about. 
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[TITLE] Do the Math 
[SMART] Word Smart 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] 1 Peter 1:22 
[POINT] We love each other as God loves us. 
[BEST FOR] Grades 5 and 6 
[SUPPLIES] kid-friendly Bibles (preferably NLT), paper, pens, bowl of jelly beans in 
assorted colors, poster board, marker 
 

Have kids form pairs, and give each pair a sheet of paper, a pen, and a Bible. Then read 
aloud 1 Peter 1:22 

SAY: 

We’re going to do a quick Bible study. I’m going to give each pair a different word 
from this verse. Partners will work together to come up with synonyms—words that 
mean the same thing as the word I give you. You’ll have two minutes to write as many 
words as you can come up with. 

Give each pair one of these words (it’s okay for multiple pairs to have the same word): 
cleansed, sins, obeyed, sincere, love, deeply 

After two minutes, call kids together Ask each pair to tell how many words they came up 
with. Congratulate everyone for their work 

Once again, read aloud 1 Peter 1:22 below and pause where indicated to let kids fill in their 
synonyms: 

“You were cleansed (pause) from your sins (pause) when you obeyed (pause) the 
truth, so now you must show sincere (pause) love to each other as brothers and 
sisters. Love (pause) each other deeply (pause) with all your heart.” 

ASK: 

• What did the words you came up with teach you about what this verse means? 

• What did our Bible study tell you about how God wants us to love one another? 

• Tell about a time you felt this sincere kind of love from someone. 

SAY: 

The Bible tells us to love each other; and sometimes that might seem like a challenge. 

Set out the bowl of jelly beans Have kids call out their favorite color of jelly bean and 
form groups with kids who share a favorite color. Then give each person any jelly 
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bean other than their favorite color, and ask them to eat it. As kids eat, have them 
share about a time it was hard for them to love someone (without naming names). 

ASK: 

• What did you think when you got stuck with a jelly bean you didn’t especially like? 

• What have you done when you’ve gotten stuck spending time with a person you 
don’t like? 

SAY: 

Giving sincere love to one another can be challenging. But it’s something God expects 
us to do. In fact, God has shown us what true love adds up to. 

Read aloud 1 John 4:8, and then write this equation for God’s love on a piece of poster 
board: Anyone - love = someone - God. 

SAY:  

Let’s see if we can do the math again about God’s love for verse 9. 

Read aloud 1 John 4:9, and then write on the poster board God + love + Jesus = eternal life. 

Now challenge kids to “do the math” as you read 1 John 4:10-12 one verse at a time and 
then write down suggested ideas on the poster board. It’s okay if kids come up with 
different things. Dive in to help if necessary with ideas: 

Verse 10: Real love = God sending Jesus to - our sins 

Verse 11: God + love = us + love for others 

Verse 12: 0 = anyone who’s seen God. 

When we love each other = infinity 

ASK: 

• What did you learn about God’s love from this Bible study? 

• What does this mean: “Anyone who does not love does not know God”? 

• How do these verses make you want to add God’s love for others to your life? 

SAY: 
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It can be challenging to love others unconditionally, especially when they hurt us or 
make us mad. But even though we sin and do wrong things, God sent his Son, Jesus, to 
die on the cross as a sacrifice to pay the price for our sins. We didn’t deserve that 
kind of love from God, and we can’t earn it. It’s unconditional. God did it simply 
because he loves us. 

When we love God with all our heart, he helps us show that same love to others. And 
Jesus says…Read aloud John 13:34. 
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[TITLE] Prayer Is… 
[SMART] Word Smart (and People Smart) 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] Matthew 18:19-20 
[POINT] We pray for each other. 
[BEST FOR] Grades 5 and 6 
[SUPPLIES] at least 2 kid-friendly Bibles (preferably NLT), large writing surface such as 
a poster board, chalkboard or whiteboard, markers, chalk, or dry-erase, markers 
(depending on surface), bowl of water, small plastic cups, spoons, small towel 
 

Set out the poster board and markers (or another writing surface and supplies). 

SAY: 

We all have ideas about what prayer is or why we pray or how we pray. For the next 
few minutes, let’s take turns writing at least two things you each think of that 
describe prayer. 

Encourage kids to add to the collage of words and phrases It’s okay if kids write the same 
things as other kids After a couple of minutes, discuss with kids what they wrote Give some 
of the kids an opportunity to share about what they wrote. 

Form two groups, and give each group a Bible Have one group read James 5:16 and the 
other group read Matthew 18:19-20 Give groups time to talk about what their verses say 
about prayer Then have kids pair up with someone from the other group. Have partners 
share their Bible passage and any discoveries they made. 

Afterward, allow kids to add to the collage using their new discoveries as inspiration. If any 
kids propose a change, have them explain why they want to change something Only add to 
the board, though; don’t take anything away. The purpose of this activity isn’t to have a 
correct definition of prayer written down, but to facilitate discussion about what kids think 
about prayer. 

ASK: 

• What do you think about the claims made in these verses? 

• What sort of great power do you think prayer has? 

• What’s the point of praying with each other? praying for each other? 

Set out a bowl of water Then give each pair a plastic cup and spoon. Have pairs think of 
things they’d like to pray for together For each thing they come up with, have them put a 
spoonful of water into their cups Call time before cups fill more than halfway. 
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SAY: 

With each of you using just one index finger, work together to lift the cup so it’s 
above your heads. 

If some water spills, that’s okay Offer a small towel, and move on with the activity 

ASK: 

• What was this activity like for you? 

• In what ways is this activity like or unlike what happens when we pray for each 
other? with each other? 

SAY: 

Prayer isn’t just about me, myself, and God; God wants us to pray for each other and 
with each other. And God is faithful to answer our prayers. 

Read aloud Psalm 65:1-5 
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[TITLE] Make a List 
[SMART] Word Smart 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] Judges 3:9-11 
[POINT] We never forget God. 
[BEST FOR] Grades 3 and 4. 
[SUPPLIES] Bible, top, paper, pencils 
 
Form two groups, and have kids alternate reading aloud the verses from Judges 3:5-8 in 
their groups. Afterward, 
 
ASK: What caused the Israelites to get so distracted from God? 
 
Grab the top. Give each person a piece of paper and a pencil. 
 
SAY: I’m going to spin the top three times. While it’s spinning, write as many 
distractions—or things that get in the way of your relationship with God—as you can. 
Stop writing when I tell you the top has stopped spinning for the last time. 
 
Spin the top three times, and allow kids to write their lists. When the top stops, have kids 
put their pencils down and discuss the following questions: 
 
ASK: What are some of the distractions you wrote? 
What can you do this week to overcome those distractions? 
 
SAY: Let’s see how God responded to the Israelites’ distractions. Read Judges 3:9-11. 
 
Just as with the Israelites, God always loves us and is always faithful. He loves us 
even when we sometimes forget him and let other things get in the way. And to show 
we love him back, we never forget God. 
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[TITLE] Make a List 
[SMART] Word Smart 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] Matthew 23:11-12 
[POINT] Humility 
[BEST FOR] Grades 1 to 6 
[SUPPLIES] You’ll need a Bible, index cards, and pencils. 
 
Give each child 10 index cards and a pencil. Say: Today we’re going to talk about what 
makes a person popular or important. Think about the important and popular 
people at school. Write one characteristic of those people on each card. After you’ve 
written your characteristics, put the cards in order from most important to least 
important. 
 
Give the children a few minutes to write and prioritize the cards. Then have the children 
get with a partner and compare their lists. After a few minutes, ask: 

 In what ways were your lists similar? different? 
 In general, how would you describe a popular or important person in your 

school? 
Say: Let’s read what the Bible has to say about being important. Read Matthew 23:11-
12. Then have the children slowly recite it with you. Pause after each sentence or phrase, 
and emphasize the words greatest, exalts, humbles, and exalted. Ask: 

 What do you think these verses mean? 
 How would you define the word exalt? 
 What do you think it means to humble oneself? 

Say: Let’s make new lists. Think about what would make a person important and 
popular with God. Turn your cards over, and write down 10 characteristics of a 
person like that and then put them in order from most important to least important. 
Give the children a few minutes to write down characteristics on the cards and prioritize 
them. Get their attention several times during the activity, and have the entire group recite 
the verse each time. After the children have worked for a few minutes, have them get with 
the same partners as before and compare their lists. After a few minutes, ask: 

 How would you describe a person who’s important in God’s eyes? 
 How is this person similar to or different from the person who’s important at 

school? 
 Why do you think God’s idea of an important person is so different from the 

world’s idea of an important person? 
 What can you do to be the kind of person God is pleased with? 

End this activity by saying the verse together one more time. Then pray and ask God to help 
you be the kind of people who please him. 
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Picture Smart 
• Typically architects, sculptors, painters, navigators.  
• Jesus used visuals to help people remember. “He took some bread and gave thanks to God 

for it. Then He broke it in pieces and gave it to the disciples, saying, ‘This is my body, which 
is given for you. Do this to remember me’” (Luke 22:19)  
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[TITLE] Clothed With Christ 
[SMART] Picture Smart 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] Galatians 3:26-29 
[POINT] God thinks I’m awesome! 
[BEST FOR] Grades 5 and 6 
[SUPPLIES] Bible, newsprint, tape, markers, and scissors 
 
(Don’t forget to recycle the newsprint when you are finished!) 
 
Form groups of no more than four, and give each group a supply of newsprint, tape, 
markers, and scissors. Read aloud Galatians 3:26-29. Say: Let’s find out what it means to 
be “clothed with Christ.” For each person in your group, create a list of positive 
qualities that person has that remind you of Jesus, such as kindness and honesty.  
 
Give the kids several minutes to work on their lists. Then say: Now I’d like each of you to 
create a piece of paper clothing, such as a jacket, a pair of shoes, a hat, or a belt, to 
represent each of your Christlike qualities. For example, one person might make a 
hat and write the word “kindness” on it. Then put on your new designer clothes. Go! 
 
Have kids model their clothing. Give everyone a rousing round of applause. Ask: 
• How does it feel to be “clothed” in your Christlike qualities? 
• Are you always so aware of your awesome qualities? Why or why not? 
• Why is it sometimes hard to believe that you’re special? 
 
Say: Let’s hear all the reasons we’re special! Have kids take turns removing their paper 
clothing. As each piece is removed, have the person removing the clothing say, “I am (name of 
the quality on the clothing).” Continue until all of the paper clothing is removed. Have kids 
fold each piece of their paper outfits and place the outfits in piles in front of them. 
 
Say: Let’s hear another reason we’re special. Jesus chose us to be his friends! 
 
Read aloud John 15:12-17. Ask: 
• What are ways we can follow Jesus’ command to love each other and show others 
they are special? 
 
Ask kids to offer ways to love others, such as sending notes of encouragement or being 
friendly to everyone at school. Give everyone a marker, and have each person write on a 
piece of paper clothing one way he or she will show love to another person this next week.  
 
Have kids share their ideas. 
 
Say: In God’s eyes, each of you is special and infinitely valuable. Jesus chose each one of 
you to be his friend. Let’s remember to follow Jesus’ command and show love to 
others. Take your paper clothing home to remind you of your Christlike qualities and 
to remind you to reach out in love this next week. 
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[TITLE] My Beloved Son 
[SMART] Picture Smart 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] Matthew 3:13-17 
[POINT] Kids learn about pleasing God. 
[BEST FOR] All 
[SUPPLIES] Bible, a white crayon, a white sheet of paper, watercolor paints, a paintbrush, 
and a small glass of water. 
 
 
Before kids arrive, use a white crayon to outline a dove on a sheet of white construction paper. 
 
Show children the white paper with the white dove hidden on it. Don’t point out the dove to them. 
Say: This paper reminds me of a time that something very special happened to Jesus. 
 
Have an older child read aloud Matthew 3:13-17 while you paint the picture from the left side of 
the page to the right. Show children the picture with the dove revealed. 
 
Say: The Holy Spirit rested on Jesus in the form of a dove. What would you have thought if you 
had seen the dove and heard God’s words? Why do you think God said he was pleased with 
Jesus? 
 
Say: Let’s pray. God, thank you for sending Jesus to be our example. Thank you that when we’re 
your children you are pleased with us. Help us to be more like Jesus. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
 

For Extra Impact : 

• Ask: What are things we can do to please God? 

• Let kids each use a white crayons to draw a dove on a sheet of blue construction paper. Have kids 
take their pictures home as reminders of the Bible story. 

• Challenge kids to obey God and to seek to please him in everything they do.
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[TITLE] Trading Cards 
[SMART] Picture Smart (with People Smart) 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] Ephesians 6:18 
[POINT] Kids learn about praying for others. 
[BEST FOR] All 
[SUPPLIES] Using tag board, cut 2 trading cards for each child. You’ll also need pens and a 
Bible. 
 
Give each child two cards. Have kids draw a self-portrait on the front of each card 
and autograph it. Have kids write their name, age, and a prayer request on the back of each 
card. Explain that others will be reading their requests. 
 
Read aloud Ephesians 6:18. Say: Walk around the room and trade cards with each 
other until I tell you to stop. You need to trade cards with at least three different 
people. As you trade, keep in mind that you will be praying for the people whose 
cards you end up with. 
 
Call time after one minute. 
 
Say: Let the people know that you have their cards. Remember to pray for each other 
in the next few weeks. Put your cards somewhere you’ll see them every day. 
 

For Extra Impact : 

• Bring in a digital camera with printer, and let kids glue actual photographs onto their trading 
cards. 

• The following week, have kids write a note of encouragement or draw a picture to give to their 
prayer partners to let them know they’re being prayed for. 

• After a few weeks, let kids report back with any praise reports of answered prayers. 
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[TITLE] Choose Your Path 
[SMART] Picture Smart (with Logic Smart) 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] John 14:6 
[POINT] Kids learn about following Jesus. 
[BEST FOR] 1st to 6th grade 
[SUPPLIES] a Bible, a clear glass full of water, a 3x5 card, pen, a book, and a table. 
 
Before class, fill a clear glass with water. On a 3x5 card, draw a thick 3-inch-long arrow 
pointing to the left, and write “evil” across the bottom. Set the glass and the card on a table. 
 
Ask: Who can tell about a time you were lost? How did you feel when you found your 
way back? 
 
Pick up the card, and keep turning it around so the arrow points in different directions. Say: 
When we’re lost, we don’t know which way to go. 
 
Then set the card back on the table with the arrow pointing to the left, and prop 
it up with a book. Ask: What things can turn us in the wrong direction? How can we stay on 
the right path to God? 
 
Read aloud John 14:6. Hold up the glass and say: Following Jesus is the only way to stay on 
the right path to God. The Bible says that Jesus is the living water. 
 
Set the glass of water about 5 inches in front of the arrow. The arrow on the card should 
now be pointing to the right, and “evil” should now read “live.” 
 
Say: Following Jesus isn’t a trick—it’s the truth! In fact, Jesus is the only true way 
to God! 
 

Have kids write the words of John 14:6 on one side of an index card and “I choose to follow God’s 
path!” on the other side. 

Have kids pray silently, asking God’s forgiveness for those things they’ve done wrong. Then have 
kids read aloud together the Scripture verse on their index cards. 
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[TITLE] Treasure Maps 
[SMART] Picture Smart  
[BIBLE PASSAGE] Psalm 139:16b, New Century Version 
[POINT] God has a plan for us.  
[BEST FOR] Preschool 
[SUPPLIES] a Bible, markers or crayons, paper, a plate of treats 
 
Before children arrive, hide a plate of treats somewhere in the room. 
 
Gather children and say: I’ve hidden a plate of goodies somewhere in this room. Let’s see if anyone can figure 
out where they might be hidden. Instead of telling me, you will use the paper and markers to draw a map that 
you think will lead to the treats. Be sure to draw things that are in our room, to help everyone understand 
where the treats might be hidden. 
 
Distribute the paper and markers, then give children a minute or two to draw simple “treasure maps” that will lead to 
the treats. Then let children show their maps and explain where they think the goodies are hidden. Follow as many 
maps as possible, until you find the treats. While children are enjoying their snacks, ask: 
• What else do we use maps for? 
• What would happen if we didn’t have maps? 
Say: The Bible tells us that God has planned out our lives—it’s as if God has a map of where your life will 
lead. 
 
Read aloud Psalm 139:16b from an easy-to-understand Bible translation. 
 
Sometimes we may feel lost, but God has good things planned for us—just as I had good treats tucked away 
in this room! We can trust that God is faithful and will guide us each day of our lives. With God, we’re never 
lost. 
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[TITLE] Scripture Cartoons 
[SMART] Picture Smart (with Body Smart) 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] Matthew 18:5-9 
[POINT] We don’t cause others to sin.  
[BEST FOR] 5th and 6th grade 
[SUPPLIES] kid-friendly Bibles (preferably NLT), large sheets of paper, fine-tipped markers 
or colored pencils, paper 
 
Form four groups Give each group a Bible, a large sheet of paper, and fine-tipped markers 
or colored pencils. Assign groups the following Scriptures, and then have them draw a 
three-panel cartoon strip that depicts what they’ve read: 
Group 1: Matthew 18:5-6 
Group 2: Matthew 18:7 
Group 3: Matthew 18:8 
Group 4: Matthew 18:9 
 
When groups are finished, bring them back together and have them share in chronological 
order their cartoon strips and explain what the Scripture said. 
 
ASK: 
• What do you think it means to cause someone to fall into sin? 
• Based on these verses, which is worse: sinning or causing others to sin? 
• In what ways, if any, does this Bible passage change the way you look at your 
influence on others? 
 
SAY: 
Remember, sin is doing things we know God says are wrong. God doesn’t want us to 
cause others to sin. Let’s play a game to see what this is like. 
 
Give kids sheets of paper, and have kids write down ways someone could cause another 
person to sin. Allow time When kids finish writing, ask them to share. Then have them 
crumple their papers and toss them into the center of your meeting space. Invite kids to 
form pairs, and have partners stand across from each other with the paper wads and some 
distance between them. The partners on one side will be “Leaders” and those on the other 
side will be “Followers.” 
 
SAY: 
The object of the game is to keep from “falling into sin.” The wads of paper represent 
the ways we cause others to sin. If you’re a “Follower,” you must lie down and grab 
the leg of your “Leader” partner. The Leader must drag you to the finish at the other 
side of the meeting space. Try to get to the end of the game without either of you 
touching any paper 
wads. Ready? Go! 
 
If time allows, play the game again with partners swapping roles 
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ASK: 
• What made this game easy or hard for you and your partner? 
• What makes it easy or hard to not cause others to sin? 
 
Read aloud Romans 14:13 
 
ASK: 
• How do some people put stumbling blocks in front of others to make them sin? 
 
SAY: 
Like it or not, God has put people in your life you can influence for good or bad.  
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[TITLE] Simon Sculptures 
[SMART] Picture Smart 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] Luke 5 
[POINT] We follow Jesus. 
[BEST FOR] 1st and 2nd grade 
[SUPPLIES] Bibles, modeling clay 
 
Form three groups, with a strong reader in each group, if possible. Give each group a Bible 
and some clay. 
 
SAY: Today let’s explore a passage about when Jesus sought out some followers. Each 
group will tell us part of what happened. 
 
Assign each group one of the following Scriptures: Luke 5:1-3; Luke 5:4-7; Luke 5:8-11. 
 
Give each group about five minutes to read the passage. (You may need to read the passage 
aloud to each group if you have younger kids.) Have groups decide what they can sculpt to 
tell what happened in their passages. For example, kids might sculpt lots of fish to 
represent all the fish the fishermen pulled in. When kids have finished sculpting, gather 
groups together. 
 
Read Luke 5:1-11 aloud, and have groups show what they sculpted as you read their assigned passages. Pause 
after each section for kids to explain their sculptures. Have kids applaud one another’s artwork. 
 
ASK: What are some ways Simon followed Jesus’ instructions? 
What do you think it means to follow Jesus today? 
 
SAY: When Simon saw Jesus’ power, he seemed pretty afraid. Maybe he remembered all the wrong things 
he’d done, because he said he wasn’t good enough to be around Jesus. But he learned that we follow Jesus . 
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Music Smart 

• Typically musicians, performers, conductors, musical audiences. 
• Jesus and his disciples sang hymns. “Then they sang a hymn and went out to the Mount of 

Olives” (Matthew 26:30) 
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[TITLE] Name Rhythm 
[SMART] Music Smart (with People Smart) 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] John 10:3, 11 
[POINT] This game will allow your students to share a unique thing about themselves with 
the group, as well as help students see that Jesus knows them each by name. 
[BEST FOR] All 
[SUPPLIES] Bible 
 
Gather students together. Have them hold hands and form a circle facing in. 
 
Say: To introduce ourselves we’ll share something unique about ourselves, and a 
nickname we might want to be called. I’ll go first. Say something like, “My name is Mrs. 
Smith. I can play volleyball really well so you can call me ‘Spike.’ “ Instruct the students to 
say, “Hi, Spike.” Have the student to your left take a turn. The student may say something 
like this: “I’m Julie. I can wiggle my nose, so you can call me ‘Wiggles.’ ” The group will then 
say, “Hi, Wiggles.” Go around the circle until each person has shared his or her name and a 
nickname. 
 
Next, play a rhythm game to help students practice saying everyone’s name. Have students 
clap twice, pat their legs twice, clap twice again, then call out a name. Names can be real or 
a nickname provided. When a person’s name is called, he or she must stay in rhythm and 
call out someone else’s name. Play until everyone’s name is called or time runs out. The 
adult leader will be in charge of keeping the game going and calling on students when the 
rhythm is disrupted. 
 
After playing this game, ask your students to sit down in groups of three. Say: In this game 
we all got to know each other a little bit better. Jesus knows each of us by name. Isn’t 
that awesome? Have the groups discuss: 
• What was your favorite nickname for a classmate? Why? 
• How easy or hard was it to remember everyone’s name or nickname? 
• The Bible tells us that Jesus, the good shepherd, knows each of our names. How 
does that make you feel about his care for you? 
 
Say: Jesus knows us each by name! What kind of fun nickname might Jesus have for 
you? 
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[TITLE] Questions, Questions 
[SMART] Music Smart (with Word Smart) 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] Matthew 7:7 
[POINT] God can answer all of our questions. 
[BEST FOR] Preschool 
[SUPPLIES] Bible 
 
Use this creative prayer to help children verbalize their questions and concerns to God. 
 
Say: You are a bunch of smart children! I’ll bet you know lots and lots of things. 
 
• What are some things you know? Children may respond that they know how to count to fifty or that they know 
their colors or letters. Applaud children for even the simplest things they’ve learned. Then continue: Even though we 
know lots of things, there are still many things we don’t know. You may wonder why you have to get sick 
sometimes or why God made the sky blue and not orange. 
 
Ask: • Who might be able to answer all of your questions? 
 
Say: Moms or dads or teachers can answer some questions, but God knows the answer to all of our 
questions. There’s a song we can sing when we have questions to ask God. 
 
Lead children in the following song, to the tune of “God Is So Good.” 
God knows it all. 
God knows it all. 
I am so glad 
That God knows it all. 
 
Call on a few children to voice their questions, then sing the song again as a reminder that God knows the answers to 
all of our questions. You may want to explain that God answers many of our questions in the Bible. If time allows, 
sing the song again, substituting the word “tells” for “knows.” Help children understand that the Bible is our “answer 
book” from God. 
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[TITLE] Making Rain 
[SMART] Music Smart (with Body Smart) 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] Genesis 7:4b 
[POINT] God made different kinds of weather. can answer all of our questions. 
[BEST FOR] Preschool 
[SUPPLIES] Bible 
 
Gather children in a circle, and say: We know that God made everything with his own hands. God even made 
the rain! Let’s pretend it’s raining. We can’t make real rain with our hands, only God can do that. But we can 
use our hands to make the sound of a rainstorm. Just follow what I do. Lead children in the following actions to 
create the sound of a rainstorm. Do each action for about fifteen seconds. 
 
Rub thumbs and index fingers together. Say: It’s just beginning to sprinkle. 
 
Hold your palms together and drum your fingers against each other. Say: Now it’s beginning to rain. 
 
Clap hands softly. Say: The rain is falling a little harder now. 
 
Clap hands loudly. Say: The rain is falling hard. 
 
Pat hands on knees. Say: Wow! It’s really starting to come down! 
 
Pound hands on the floor. Say: This really sounds like a storm! 
 
Reverse the steps to make the “rain” stop. Say: That was quite a rainstorm! 
 
Ask: • Why do we need rain? 
• What would happen if it didn’t rain? 
 
Say: The Bible tells us that all God had to do was say a word and things were created! God could have said, 
“Rain,” and it would start to rain. God made everything. He created the rain to give us water and to make the 
plants grow. Even though we had fun making rain sounds, God is the only one who can make rain. 
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[TITLE] All for One… 
[SMART] Music Smart (with People Smart) 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] 1 Corinthians 1:10-17 
[POINT] We’re united with one another 
[BEST FOR] 5th and 6th grade 
[SUPPLIES] kid-friendly Bibles (preferably NLT), poster board, tape, marker, paper, pens, 
several concordances 
 
SAY: 
The Bible tells about a church whose people were quarreling and arguing. The passage we’re about to 
read comes from a letter Paul sent to the arguing church. 
 
Give each person a Bible, and have kids find 1 Corinthians 1:10-17. Have kids start reading the passage 
aloud when you point to them, but point to different kids at different times so there’s no unity. 
 
ASK: 
• Whoa! What was that like? 
 
Have kids read the Scripture again, but with one person reading each verse. 
 
ASK: 
• How was reading the Scripture different this time compared with the first time? 
• What do people in churches fight about today? 
 
As kids name things, write each one on a sheet of poster board taped where all the kids can see it. Then 
have kids form pairs Assign one of the quarrel topics to each pair (you don’t have to cover all the topics, 
and you can repeat topics if you have more pairs than topics.) 
 
Have each pair think of what God would say to each church about their quarrel topic. Encourage kids to 
use a concordance to find verses that would address the issue, and have them use pen and paper to 
take notes. After kids have had enough time, bring them back together and ask each pair to report its 
findings to the rest of the kids. 
 
SAY: 
Sometimes followers of Christ seem to forget the most important things that we all have in common 
and that unite us together. Instead, we concentrate on differences and focus on the smaller things 
that can lead us to argue. Let’s see what God’s Word says about the important things that help unite 
us together. 
 
Have kids find Ephesians 4:4-6, and have a preteen read these verses aloud. Turn over the poster board 
so you have a clean side for the next activity. 
 
SAY: 
These verses tell us some important things that all Christians have in common, such as every Christian 
being “called to one glorious hope” and having “one Lord” and “one faith.” Let’s use some of the things 
mentioned in this Scripture to write a cheer that could encourage Christians to live in unity. 
Encourage everyone to work together to create a unity cheer. 
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Have kids explain which sections of the passage stood out to them and choose the ones they want to 
use to create their cheer Have kids use the poster board to write down the cheer they come up with. For 
example: All for one and one for God/We’re united like one bod!/If we’re divided, then we’ll fall/We’re 
united, God is over us all! 
 
When they’ve finished the cheer, have kids chant it together. 
 
SAY: 
God wants his people to unite with each other. We’re never going to agree on everything, but when it 
comes to the most important things, we do agree! Those are the things we can show the world! Let’s 
discover more about why God wants us to be united. 
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[TITLE] Becoming an Encourager 
[SMART] Music Smart (with People Smart) 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] Hebrews 3:12-13; 10:24-25 
[POINT] We encourage one another 
[BEST FOR] 5th and 6th grade 
[SUPPLIES] kid-friendly Bibles (preferably NLT), wet wipes, lotion, very fine red glitter, 
download of the TobyMac song “Speak Life,” a music player, and copies of the song’s lyrics 
(available online) 
 
Give kids copies of the lyrics to TobyMac’s song “Speak Life” from the album Eye on It. Have 
kids follow along with the words as they listen to the song. 
 
ASK: 
• What does this song have to do with encouragement? 
• What does the chorus say about why people need encouragement? 
• Do you agree or disagree with the words in this song? 
 
SAY: 
The Bible tells about the Israelites who continued to harden their hearts and rebel 
against God. 
 
Read Hebrews 3:7-11 
 
SAY: 
God had a strong message for Christians so they wouldn’t be like the Israelites who 
rebelled against God. 
 
Have kids form pairs, and give each pair a Bible Have pairs read Hebrews 3:12-13 and then 
answer these questions in their pairs. 
 
ASK: 
• According to these verses, why is encouragement important to our relationship 
with God? 
• How is encouragement like “speaking life” to people’s hearts? 
 
While kids work, open your Bible to Hebrews 10:24-25 and keep it nearby. Apply lotion to 
your hands and secretly sprinkle fine red glitter all over your hands. Bring kids back 
together and have them report to everyone their discoveries. 
 
Read aloud Hebrews 10:24-25 
 
SAY: 
God calls us to encourage one another, and that’s “speaking life.” Let’s practice 
speaking life to one another. Go around the room and encourage each other with 
high fives and encouraging words. Once you’ve received a high five, you can walk up 
to someone else, encourage him or her with kind words, and give a high five. Let’s 
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pass along as many high fives and words of encouragement as we can in the next two 
minutes! 
 
Give kids about two minutes to give as many high fives and kind words as they can. Make 
sure that you give as many high fives as you can, too. The glitter on your hands will be 
passed around with each high five. Afterward, have kids look at their hands. Explain that 
you had red glitter on your hands to start the activity 
 
ASK: 
• What’s so contagious about encouragement? 
• In what ways would our world be different if we all encouraged one another? 
 
Pass around wet wipes so kids can clean the glitter off of their hands. 
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[TITLE] Zacchaeus Rhyme 
[SMART] Music Smart 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] Luke 19:1-10 
[POINT] We change when we meet Jesus. 
[BEST FOR] 1st and 2nd grade 
[SUPPLIES] Bible 
 
Open your Bible to Luke 19:1-10. Have kids clap or snap a beat as you read this rhyme. Let 
kids repeat you after each line. 
 
Zacchaeus was a little guy 
Who wasn’t very good. 
He taxed the folks of Jericho— 
Took more cash than he should. 
 
One day Jesus happened by 
And people crowded ’round. 
Short Zacchaeus couldn’t see 
When standing on the ground. 
 
So Zack got smart and climbed a tree 
To look down at the crowd. 
And that’s when Jesus looked straight up, 
And talked to Zack out loud: 
 
“Zacchaeus, come down from that tree,” 
Said Jesus on that day. 
“I’m coming to your house, 
For I need a place to stay.” 
 
People frowned; they knew that Zack 
Wasn’t very good. 
But small Zacchaeus changed that day 
(Jesus knew he would). 
 
He gave back to everyone, 
Gave loads of stuff away. 
Jesus changed Zack’s greedy heart 
And saved him on that day. 
 
After the rhyme, thank kids for providing the beat. 
 
ASK: How can you tell that Zacchaeus’ changed heart was for real? 
What are some ways you can tell if someone has changed? 
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SAY: Zacchaeus changed when he met Jesus. He was lost in bad behavior until Jesus 
found him. Jesus’ love and forgiveness made Zacchaeus a new person. We change 
when we meet Jesus. 
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Logic Smart 

• Typically scientists, engineers, mathematicians, accountants, lawyers. 
• Jesus asked a lot of questions. “And why worry about a speck in your friend’s eye when you 

have a log in your own?” (Matthew 7:3). 
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[TITLE] Knowing Jesus 
[SMART] Logic Smart (with Word Smart) 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] 1 John 1:5-2:6 
[POINT] Know Jesus personally! 
[BEST FOR] Grades 5 and 6 
[SUPPLIES] Bible, paper plates 
 
(For this activity, write the names of celebrities and athletes on four separate paper plates. 
On a fifth plate write “Jesus, 1 John 1:5–2:6.” Have a Bible available.) 
 
Scatter the five paper plates face-down around the room. Ask kids each to move to a paper 
plate and stand on or near it. Have kids at each paper plate pick up the plate and silently read 
the name on it. 

Have kids at each plate describe to the rest of the group how their lives would be different if 
they personally knew the person listed on their plate (without saying the name on the plate). 
For example, someone near the “Michael Jordan” plate might say, “I’d be famous if I knew this 
person” or “I’d probably become a better basketball player.” 

Then have the kids at that plate take turns answering the following questions: 

• How would your relationship with this person change your living conditions, free 
time, or group of friends? 

• Would your parents approve of this relationship? Why or why not? 

• Would you want to grow to be more like this person? Explain. 

Continue having the kids at each plate tell about their person in this manner, and ask the kids 
standing near the “Jesus” plate to go last (remember where you placed this plate). Then have 
kids guess whose name is written on each plate. Ask: 

• What’s the difference between knowing about someone and having a relationship 
with that person? 

Ask one of the kids near the “Jesus” plate to read aloud the passage listed on it (1 John 1:5–
2:6). Then ask: 

• According to this passage, how do we come to know Jesus? 

• How do we know if we know him? 

• How does knowing Jesus change our lives? 

Say: By confessing our sins, we begin a relationship with Jesus and come to know him. 
And by obeying Jesus’ commands, we know that we know him. 
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Place the Jesus plate face-up in the center of the room. Have kids form a circle around the 
plate, and ask volunteers to share how knowing Jesus has made a difference in their lives. If 
kids aren’t sure what to say, you might want to share how knowing Jesus has affected your 
life. 

Say: Some of you may know a lot about Jesus but not yet know him personally. Let’s 
take a few moments to silently consider our relationships with Jesus. 

Give kids the opportunity to publicly express their desire to know Jesus or to grow in their 
relationship with Christ by standing next to the Jesus plate. If kids do step forward, lead the 
rest of the group in praying that those people will come to know Jesus better. 

Let kids know that they can talk to you further after the lesson if they have questions about 
what it means to know Jesus. 
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[TITLE] Church of the Hypocrite 
[SMART] Logic Smart (with Self Smart) 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] Exodus 20; Deuteronomy 6; John 1; and Revelation 2–3 
[POINT] Face conflict as God’s child! 
[BEST FOR] Grades 5 and 6 
[SUPPLIES] Bibles, newsprint, tape, markers, slips of paper, pencils, transparent tape, and 
index cards of three different colors 
 
Say: Hypocrisy—not living what you say you believe—isn’t a new problem. In 
Revelation 2–3, Jesus confronts seven churches with their weaknesses and offers 
solutions. Read aloud Revelation 2–3. 
 
Form seven groups (one person may form a group.). Give each group a Bible, newsprint, 
and markers. Assign a different church from Revelation 2–3 to each group. Have groups 
each draw churches on their newsprint and write possible present-day actions of their 
assigned churches. For example, the church in Sardis might have some people who are lazy 
and sleep in all the time. Be available to help groups think of present-day applications. 
 
When groups are finished, have them post their newsprint around the room. Then have 
kids walk around and look at all seven churches. Say: God is displeased with hypocrisy. 
He wants us to have a pure faith—one where we live out what we believe. Let’s take a 
look at excuses people use to not live out their beliefs. After I read an excuse, go 
stand by the church you think would’ve used that excuse. 
 
Say: The first excuse is: God won’t mind if I do it just this once. After kids have chosen 
churches, have them discuss these questions with the others who selected the same church.  
 
Ask: 
• Where or when are you tempted to use this type of excuse? 
• What is wrong with this excuse? Explain. 
 
Have someone from each group briefly share the group’s answers with the whole class. 
Then read the following excuses one at a time, repeating the question-and-answer segment 
each time. 
It’s too hard to be a Christian. 
God’s rules are old-fashioned. 
I want to do wrong more than I want to do right. 
God isn’t interested in the details of my life. 
I don’t want to lose my friends, so I’ll do it. 
Everyone else is doing it. 
 
After all the excuses have been read and discussed, distribute pencils and slips of paper. 
Have each person write on a slip of paper the excuse he or she is most tempted to use. Have 
kids keep their slips, and encourage them to refer to the slips when they’re tempted to use 
excuses. 
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Give each person three index cards of different colors, a pencil, and a Bible. Have kids write 
on each card one thing they believe about God and one way that belief has changed their 
life. For idea starters, have kids read Exodus 20; Deuteronomy 6; or John 1. Kids might 
write things such as “I believe God takes care of me, so I don’t worry about things like 
money or food”; “I believe God wants me to do right, so I try to be honest”; or “I believe God 
loves all people, so I’m kind to people and I don’t make fun of them.” 
 
Form groups of four, and have kids read their belief cards to each other. Then have groups 
each arrange their twelve belief cards in order of importance. After five minutes, have each 
group read aloud its top three cards. Then ask: 
• How difficult was it to rank your cards? 
• How did you decide which beliefs were most important? 
• Is it more important to just believe something or to use that belief in your actions? 
 
Ask group members to each tell which beliefs they’d be willing to die for. Then bring 
groups together. Have them tape their cards together to form a patchwork “quilt.” Say: 
Beliefs aren’t a ranking system; they’re more like an intersecting group of values that 
form a blanket of beliefs. We rest on and live by this blanket of beliefs. 
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[TITLE] Mission Impossible? 
[SMART] Logic Smart 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] Matthew 14:22-33 
[POINT] God can do all things. 
[BEST FOR] Preschool 
[SUPPLIES] Bible, storybook 
 
Have children tell you about one of their favorite cartoons or movies. When a child 
mentions something that’s possible or impossible for a character to do, ask: 
• Would that be possible for someone to do in real life? Why or why not? 
 
Say: Sometimes it’s hard to tell which things on television are really real and which 
are only pretend. Television can look very real, but not everything on television is 
true or even possible. The people who make TV shows use tricks to make things look 
possible when they’re really not. 
 
You were good at telling me which things were impossible in the cartoon (or movie).  
Let’s see if you can tell which things are impossible in a book. 
 
Read any short fantasy book such as The Cat in the Hat by Dr. Seuss or Just a Daydream by 
Mercer Mayer. Discuss which things in the book couldn’t happen in real life and which 
things could. 
 
Say: Now I want to tell you a story from the Bible, and I want you to tell me if what 
happened in the story is possible or impossible. 
 
Read or paraphrase Matthew 14:22-33, the story of Jesus walking on the water. Ask: 
• Is this story possible or impossible? Explain. 
• How could Jesus walk on water? 
• Why can’t we walk on water? 
• Is there anything God can’t do? If so, what? 
 
Say: The nice thing about anything we read in the Bible is that it’s always true and 
always possible. God can do anything, even if it seems impossible to us. You may not 
always be sure of everything on television or in books, but you can always be sure of 
God and the words in the Bible. The Bible is always true. And with God, all things are 
possible. 
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[TITLE] Balloon Faith 
[SMART] Logic Smart 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] 1 John 1:9 
[POINT] Kids learn about forgiveness. 
[BEST FOR] 1st through 6th grade 
[SUPPLIES] 1 large red balloon and 1 medium yellow balloon for each child. You’ll also 
need transparent tape, a long pin, and a Bible. 
 
 
Give a red balloon, a yellow balloon, and a piece of tape to each child. Say: Let’s imagine 
that this yellow balloon is our sin—the things we’ve done to disobey God or hurt 
other people. How do you feel when you sin? We’re going to see how God forgives 
and forgets our sin. 
 
Say: Insert the yellow balloon inside the red balloon, keeping both openings together. 
Inflate them at the same time. The red balloon represents Jesus’ blood. 
 
Have kids stop inflating before the balloons get too large, and then show them how to tie off 
both balloons at once. Have each child carefully place a piece of tape on the red balloon. 
 
Read aloud 1 John 1:9. Say: Now, let’s close our eyes and ask God to forgive our sin.  
 
After children pray, help each child push the pin through the tape to pop the yellow 
balloon. The red balloon will stay inflated. 
 
Ask: What happened to the yellow balloon that represents our sin? How is the yellow 
balloon like our sin after we ask for forgiveness? 
 
FOR EXTRA IMPACT: 

• Have kids think of specific sins they’ve committed and silently confess them to God. 

• Pray together: Lord, we confess our sins to you today and ask you to forgive us and 
cleanse our hearts. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

• Have kids use markers to write, “God forgives” on their red balloons. Let kids take their 
balloons home as reminders of God’s faithfulness to forgive our sins. 
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[TITLE] Which Hand? 
[SMART] Logic Smart 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] 1 John 3:20b 
[POINT] God knows all about us. 
[BEST FOR] Preschool 
[SUPPLIES] A small eraser or other object for each child. Objects must be small enough for 
children to conceal in one fist. 
 

Say: This is a guessing game that you may have played with your mom or dad, or 
maybe with a brother or sister. 

Put your hands behind your back, and hide the eraser in one hand. Then bring your closed 
fists forward and allow children to take turns guessing which hand holds the eraser by 
tapping one of your hands. 

Then say: This is a guessing game— we never know how it will turn out. 

Give each child an eraser and say: Take turns playing the guessing game with a partner 
until I clap my hands two times. After one minute, clap your hands, and have children set 
down the erasers. 

Ask: • How well did you do at guessing which hand held the eraser? 

• How did you know which hand to tap? 

• What other things do we have to guess about? 

Say: We have to guess about a lot of things in life, because we don’t ever know how 
things are going to turn out. You might wonder what kind of job you’ll have when you 
grow up or what you’ll get for Christmas. But God never has to guess. God always 
knows how things will turn out. When we wake up in the morning, God already 
knows how our day will turn out. 

Put your hands behind your back, and hide your eraser in one of your hands. Pause 
while children follow your instructions. 

I don’t know which hand you put your eraser in, but God knows. He always knows 
how things will turn out. God knows everything. Hold out your hand that’s holding 
the eraser, and we’ll pray and thank God for knowing all about us. 

Pray: Dear God, we’re glad that you know everything. You know what will happen to 
us and how our lives will turn out. Thank you for watching over us and knowing all 
about us. Amen. 
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[TITLE] Make the Grade 
[SMART] Logic Smart 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] Judges 1 
[POINT] We do exactly what God says 
[BEST FOR] 3rd and 4th grade 
[SUPPLIES] Bible 
 
SAY: God brought his people, the Israelites, out of slavery in Egypt. But they refused 
to follow God’s directions, so they wandered in the wilderness for 40 years. Finally, 
they were ready to follow God again and enter the Promised Land. 
 
As we read what happened next, let’s pretend we’re giving the Israelites a report 
card. We’ll rate them on how well they did exactly what God said. Here’s what God 
told the people of Israel to do. Read aloud Judges 2:1-2. 
 
SAY: God told the Israelites to drive out their enemies completely and not make any 
covenants or agreements with the people in the land. So when you read your 
passage, see if the Israelites did exactly what God said. 
 
• Judges 1:19 
• Judges 1:20 
• Judges 1:21 
• Judges 1:22-26 
• Judges 1:27-28 
• Judges 1:29 
• Judges 1:30 
• Judges 1:31-32 
• Judges 1:33 
• Judges 1:34 
 
Have each group write down and grade the people or tribes from the group’s passages. 
After several minutes, 
 
ASK: What grade did you give the Israelites, and why? 
When is it hard for you to do exactly what God says? 
Tell about a time you did exactly what God said to do. 
 
SAY: Just like the Israelites, we’re not perfect. We don’t obey God all the time. But God 
knows what’s best for us. And our lives would be so much better if we followed God’s 
directions. That’s why we do exactly what God says. 
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[TITLE] Getting to Jesus 
[SMART] Logic Smart 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] Mark 2:1-12 
[POINT] We know Jesus can forgive our sins. 
[BEST FOR] 1st and 2nd grade 
[SUPPLIES] Bible 
 

SAY: Today’s Bible verses tell about some guys who had a problem. Maybe you can 
figure out what they can do. Open your Bible to Mark 2:1-12. 

The book of Mark in the Bible tells about four men who had a good friend. Their 
friend couldn’t walk. All he could do was lie on his mat every day. 

One day, the friends heard that Jesus was in town. They knew that Jesus had healed 
other people who couldn’t walk. They wanted Jesus to heal their friend, but first they 
had to get their friend to Jesus. Let’s brainstorm some things the four men could do 
to get their friend to Jesus. 

Make a list of kids’ suggestions. 

SAY: The friends carried the paralyzed man to the house where Jesus was teaching. 
But there was a problem! The house was too crowded. People were standing elbow 
to elbow, even outside the house! Let’s brainstorm some things the friends could do 
to get their friend to Jesus. 

List kids’ suggestions. 

SAY: Let’s see what happened. Read aloud Mark 2:4-5. 

ASK: What do you think about what Jesus said? 

SAY: Some of the people got mad at what Jesus said. They knew that only God can 
forgive sins. But Jesus is God. He has God’s power. 

And we know Jesus can forgive our sins. We’re lost in our sins without Jesus’ 
forgiveness. Let’s see what else Jesus did. Read aloud Mark 2:10-12. 

ASK: What do these verses show about Jesus’ power to forgive? 

SAY: Not only did Jesus forgive the man’s sins, but he also healed him. Jesus can do 
anything and everything! So we know Jesus can forgive our sins.  
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Body Smart 

• Typically athletes, dancers, outdoor workers, mechanics, actors, surgeons.  
• Jesus used active learning. “So he got up from the table, took off his robe, wrapped a towel 

around his waist, and poured water into a basin. Then he began to wash the disciples’ feet, 
drying them with the towel he had around him” (John 13:4-5) 

  

41 
 



[TITLE] Noah Listened to God! 
[SMART] Body Smart 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] Genesis 6-9 (Noah) 
[POINT] Noah listened to God 
[BEST FOR] Preschool 
[SUPPLIES] none 
 
Children will enjoy this action rhyme as they learn how Noah listened to God. Say each verse 
while demonstrating the actions that accompany it. 

Noah was a faithful man who listened to what God said. (Cup hand to ear.) 

Not like the others who pushed God away and did what they wanted instead. (Push 
hands away from body, and then put them on hips.) 

So God said to Noah, “Please listen to me, this is what you should do. (Cup hand to ear 
and hold one finger up.) 

Build me an ark, make it really big, because the sky will no longer be blue! (Pretend to 
hammer, and then stretch arms wide.) 

It’s going to rain for a really long time, and I want you to be ready.” (Twinkle fingers from 
high to low to look like rain.) 

So Noah built that ark as big as God said; he worked long and steady. (Pretend to 
hammer, then cup hand over eyes and look out.) 

Then God said to Noah, “See? I am sending the animals two by two. (Point away from 
body, then hold up two fingers, two times.) 

Bring them on board with your family, this is what I want you to do.” (Wave hand in 
toward body.) 

Then it started to rain for forty days and nights, and the water rose up to their heads! 
(Twinkle fingers high to low to look like rain, then show a high level of rain by stretching out 
one hand high.) 

Because God was angry at those who pushed him away and did what they wanted 
instead. (Make an angry face and push hands away from body.) 

When the rain finally stopped, Noah sent out a dove to see if the dove could find land. 
(Flap arms like a bird.) 

And the bird soon came back with a twig in its beak which he laid right in Noah’s hand. 
(Flap arms, then hold out hand.) 
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The water had dried up, and up in the sky was such a beautiful sight! (Spread arms out 
to show God’s beauty.) 

A rainbow from God, a promise he made, to never cause us such a fright! (Make a wide 
arc with hands in the air.) 
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[TITLE] Bully Busters 
[SMART] Body Smart (with Word Smart) 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] Matthew 5:21-26,38-48; Romans 12:14-21; and 1 John 4:17-21 
[POINT] Face conflict as God’s child! 
[BEST FOR] Grades 5 and 6 
[SUPPLIES] Bibles, paper, and pencils 
 
Form four groups. Give each group a Bible, some paper, and a pencil. 
 
Say: Each group is a bully-busting task force that helps people deal with bullies. I’ll 
give your group one Bible passage to read. Your task force should list one thing 
people should do to deal with bullies and one thing people should not do, according 
to your passage. Choose a recorder to write your ideas on paper. Then choose a task 
force reporter to share your findings with the large group. 
 
Assign each group one of these passages: Matthew 5:21-26; Matthew 5:38-48; Romans 
12:14-21; and 1 John 4:17-21. Have reporters share their findings. For example, reporters 
may say things such as “People should make peace with bullies,” “Don’t fight back, let God 
punish them,” “Wish good for them,” or “Don’t hate them.” 
 
Then ask: 
• Why does God tell us these ways to deal with bullies? 
• What biblical advice is easiest for you to follow? most difficult? Explain. 
 
Say: God has given you these guidelines for dealing with bullies. God has also given 
you caring adults to help you, such as teachers, pastors, parents, and youth leaders. If 
you need help handling a tough situation, feel free to ask advice from any of these 
people who care about you. 
 
Form pairs of kids of approximately the same size and weight. Say: Partners, stand 
shoulder-to-shoulder, facing in opposite directions, so that your left feet and left 
shoulders are together. Now reach out, and lock left hands with your partner. When I 
say “go,” try to push or pull your partner off-balance so that his or her right foot 
moves. We’ll try this three times to see who does the best. Ready? Go! 
 
After three tries, call time, and say: Now think of the biblical ways to deal with bullies. 
Let’s try this activity again, only this time, respond in a God-honoring way. 
 
See how kids respond. They might let a partner win, talk out a compromise, or put an arm 
around another and say, “I wish you the best.” 
 
Then ask: 
• How did you feel as you were doing this activity the first three times? 
• How did responding in a biblical way make you feel? 
• Which response felt the best? Explain. 
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Say: We often respond to bullying by getting tough with the other person, which can 
make matters worse. Biblical responses can bring peace in conflicts. 
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[TITLE] Human Obstacle Course 
[SMART] Body Smart 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] Acts 14:21-22; 2 Corinthians 11:23-28 
[POINT] The kids will help each other in pairs as they explore obstacles faced by Paul.  
[BEST FOR] All 
[SUPPLIES] Bible 
 
Begin by saying: When Paul traveled around to tell about Jesus, he faced many 
obstacles. Let’s make an obstacle course—using just our bodies—that we can travel 
through in pairs. 
 
Brainstorm with the whole group ways a pair of kids could “become” an obstacle. For 
example, a pair could become an archway to walk under by pressing hands together up 
high. Other pairs could become a swinging gate to push through by stretching out arms, 
logs to step over by lying on the floor, or soldiers to duck past by swinging arms like 
swords. After brainstorming, divide kids into pairs, and let each pair choose a different 
obstacle to become. 
 
Once all the pairs have figured out their obstacles, spread them out in a circular path 
around the room. Have one pair at a time leave their spot to walk through the obstacle 
course. When they’ve completed the course, they return to their spot to become an obstacle 
again, and another pair gets a turn. Encourage the partners to look for ways to help each 
other through the obstacles. Play until all have had a turn to travel through the obstacle 
course. 
 
After playing this game, ask your kids to sit in small groups and discuss: 
• How did it feel to try to get through all these obstacles? Explain. 
• What are some obstacles you remember Paul faced? 
• How do you think Paul felt, traveling from city to city and facing obstacles? Explain. 
• What are some ways we can help each other get through obstacles, or things that 
hold us back? 
 
Say: Spreading the word about Jesus won’t always be easy—sometimes we might face 
obstacles. But we can work together to help each other through those obstacles. 
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[TITLE] Do Your Part 
[SMART] Body Smart 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] Romans 10:13-15 
[POINT] This game will help kids see that they have a responsibility to share their faith 
with others. 
[BEST FOR] All 
[SUPPLIES] Bible 
 

Have kids form groups of four. In each group, assign the following body parts: one child will be the torso, 
one the head, one the arms and hands, and one the legs and feet. 

Explain that you’re going to give each “body” a task to do. Group members must work together to 
perform the task, but each person may only perform his or her specific body part’s movements. (If you 
have a large class, give all groups the same task to try simultaneously. If you have a smaller class, let 
groups take turns performing different tasks.) 

Suggest that groups perform the tasks of marching in place, doing jumping jacks, or moving a book from 
one spot to another. Group members should position themselves close together so they can perform 
their various bodily functions. Remind kids that the head, or brain, always needs to perform first. 

After all groups have performed, lead the class in a round of applause for everyone’s participation. 

After playing the game, ask your students to sit down in their groups and discuss: 

• Was performing your group’s task harder or easier than you expected? Explain. 

• What would have happened if one person in your group had refused to do his or her part? 

• How is that like if one Christian refuses to share his or her faith or tell others about Jesus? What 
might happen then? 

Say: We all have a responsibility to tell others about Jesus. If we refuse to do our part in the body of 
Christ, someone might never hear and become a follower of Jesus. 
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[TITLE] Helping Friends 
[SMART] Body Smart 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] Philippians 2:1-3 
[POINT] Friendship 
[BEST FOR] All 
[SUPPLIES] Bible 
 

Form partners, and have them stand back to back. Say: Hook arms with your partner, and try to sit 
down then stand back up. Help each other do this amazing feat! Pause while partners sit down, then 
stand back up. 

Once everyone tries that partner activity, ask them to stand face to face, about a foot apart. Say: Try it 
again. Only this time, hold your partner’s hands, try to sit down, and stand back up. Help each other 
do this! Ask: 

• How did you help each other sit down then stand back up? 

• How is this like friends helping each other every day? 

Say: You were aware of your partner and how he or she was standing or sitting. You worked together 
to sit down and stand back up. You also had fun doing it. Friends have fun together. 

Open your Bible to Philippians 2:1-3, and show kids the words. Say: The Bible tells us that friends help, 
encourage, and comfort each other. When friends need help, we help them. 

Ask all the partners to help each other stand, then join hands. Pray: Dear God, thanks for all the friends 
in this room you’ve blessed us with. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
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[TITLE] Running the Race 
[SMART] Body Smart 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] 1 Corinthians 9:24-27 
[POINT] Following Jesus 
[BEST FOR] All 
[SUPPLIES] Bible 
 

Read aloud 1 Corinthians 9:24-27. Then ask the children to stand and spread their arms out, like a cross. 
Instruct the children to leave their arms up throughout the message. 

Say: There are many races a person can run. Some races, like the Boston Marathon, are many miles 
long, while other races are what we call sprints—short, fast races of limited distance. The one 
hundred–yard dash. The fifty-meter race. There are many races in life, but only one that counts. It’s a 
race to a finish line that may be years down the road. We don’t know when. It’s called the race of life. 
Encourage the kids to run in place (with arms extended) for 30 seconds, then stop—but keep their arms 
extended like a cross. 

The Apostle Paul knew all about running races. He lived and worked among people who enjoyed going 
to athletic events and races. They had their heroes, just like we do. Ask: 

• Who has ever been in a race at a track meet or at a field day? How did you do? 

• What do you need to do to race your best? 

Say: When we race, we keep our eyes on the goal. We run with all of our energy and enthusiasm to 
the finish line. Sometimes we might feel like giving up. 

Let the kids place their arms around each other’s shoulders. Say: Ahhhhhh. We need to remember that 
in our race for Jesus, we don’t have to go it alone. We have friends to help us. 

Tell the kids to keep their arms around each other as you pray: Dear God, help us help each other in 
this race of life. Help us keep our eyes focused on Jesus and run the race the best we can for you! In 
Jesus’ name, amen. 
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[TITLE] A Human Knot 
[SMART] Body Smart 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] Acts 12:11a 
[POINT] God knows how to help us. 
[BEST FOR] Preschool 
[SUPPLIES] Bible 
 

Have children form a circle, standing shoulder to shoulder and facing in. Say: Put one arm straight out in 
front of your body. Now, take hold of the hand of someone standing across from you. Don’t let go of 
each other’s hands, and don’t squeeze hands too hard. If there’s an odd number of children, join the circle 
and hold a child’s hand. Now, put your other arm into the circle straight out in front of you. Take hold of 
another person’s hand. Hold the hand of a different person than you did the first time. Help children find 
another hand to hold. 
 
Ask: • What do you think we’ve just made? 
• While your arms are still tangled up, what might happen if you tried to walk across the room? 
 
Say: Let’s see if you can take one step together. You’ll need to be very slow and careful so no one falls over 
or gets hurt. When I count to three, everybody take one little step towards the door. Ready? One, two, three, 
step. 
 
Help children take one little step. Guide them in taking several slow, careful steps together. 
 
Ask: • What is it like to move with your hands all in a knot? 
 
Say: Now we’re going to pretend each of you is Peter, a man in the Bible. Peter was chained up inside the 
prison, with guards on both sides of him. He could move only a little bit, just as you can move only a little 
since you’re all joined together. Peter was stuck, but God is all-knowing, and God knew how to help Peter. 
Peter’s friends prayed and asked for God’s help. Then God sent an angel who touched Peter and woke him 
up. Suddenly, the chains fell off and Peter was free! Have children drop hands. The angel led Peter out of the 
prison, past all the guards, and none of them even saw him! 
 
Ask: • What can you do, now that your hands are free? 
 
Say: When we have a problem, sometimes we can feel stuck, just as you were with your hands all tied up. But 
God knows everything—he knows how to untangle our problems and set us free! Let’s clap and praise God 
for knowing all about us and our problems! Lead children in clapping for God. 
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[TITLE] Partner Pass 
[SMART] Body Smart 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] Luke 6:31 
[POINT] Do to others… 
[BEST FOR] 1st and 2nd grade 
[SUPPLIES] Bible, soft sponge ball 
 
Say: The Bible tells us, “Do to others as you would have them do to you.” We’re going 
to learn Luke 6:31 as we do an activity together. 
 
Gather the whole group in a large circle. Tell the kids that they are to throw the sponge ball 
to someone in the circle in exactly the way they would like to have the ball returned to 
them. The person who receives the ball will pass the ball back in a like manner. The original 
holder will return the ball to you. The two children will then be seated. Before the first 
thrower begins, the group will remind the person of the Scripture verse, “Do to others as 
you would have them do to you.” 
 
Before the second thrower returns the ball, the group will say, “Luke 6:31.” Kids will have 
fun using a warning tone of voice. Repeat the process until all the children have tossed or 
returned the ball. 
Then have the partners sit together. Ask the following questions and have partners discuss 
them. Let the first thrower answer first. 

 How do you think the two of you did following directions? (Give a few seconds 
for the first partner to respond; then it’s the second partner’s turn.) 

 What are some reasons it might have been hard for the second person to 
return the ball in exactly the same way it was passed? 

 What were you thinking when you threw the ball? 
 Were you able to throw the ball in exactly the way you would have liked to? 

Why or why not? 
Have each pair join with another pair to form a foursome. Have foursomes discuss these 
questions. Ask: 

 What happens when you are kind to someone and that person isn’t kind in 
return? (Pause.) 

 Does it change how you want to be treated? Why or why not? 
Have the whole group join back together. When kids are settled, ask: 

 Are there any advantages to treating people as you want to be treated? 
 Can you think of any disadvantages? 
 From the Scripture we are memorizing, what do you think Jesus would want 

us to do? 
Affirm all contributions, and then have all the children repeat Luke 6:31 together one more 
time. 
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Nature Smart 
• Typically botanists, zookeepers, park rangers, nursery specialists  
• Jesus knew the ways of wind and water, of fish and growing things. “Here is another illustration 

Jesus used: ’The Kingdom of Heaven is like a mustard seed planted in a field’” (Matthew 13:31) 
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[TITLE] Miracles Happen 
[SMART] Logic Smart 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] Matthew 17:14-20 
[POINT] Kids learn about faith. 
[BEST FOR] All 
[SUPPLIES] Bible, water, a large jar, an egg, salt, and a spoon 
 
Hide the salt from children. Fill the jar with water, and place the egg in it. 

Say: I can make this egg float in the water. Who believes me? 

Have children who believe you stand on your right and children who don’t believe you stand 
on your left. Ask: Why do you believe me? Why don’t you believe me? 

Read aloud Matthew 17:14-20. Ask: How is faith an important part of Jesus’ miracles? 

Have each child add salt to the water. Stir gently until the egg floats. Say: It seemed 
impossible that we could make the egg float. But we changed the laws at work in the 
water when we added the salt. The salt made the water heavier so the egg would float. 

God can do the impossible because he is the ruler of the universe. God can change the rules of 
the universe so miracles happen. Let’s praise God! 

Close in prayer. 

For Extra Impact : 
o Bring in mustard seeds for kids to see. These are available in the spice section 
of your grocery store. 
 
o Give each child a mustard seed, and ask: Why do you think Jesus says if we have faith as small as this mustard seed 
nothing is impossible? 
 
o Have kids each tape a mustard seed to a piece of card stock. Write, ‘‘Nothing is impossible with God’’ on the cards. 
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[TITLE] Taste and See 
[SMART] Nature Smart (with Word and Body Smart) 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] Psalm 34:8 
[POINT] Kids learn about knowing God. 
[BEST FOR] 1st to 6th grade 
[SUPPLIES] You’ll need a Bible, a large screen, and enough dried pineapple for each child. 
 
Hide the pineapple behind the screen. Ask a child to go behind the screen. Give this child 
some dried pineapple. 
 
Say: Our volunteer will pretend that you’ve never tasted this treat. Our volunteer will 
describe how the treat tastes without telling us what it is. We’ll guess what our 
volunteer is eating. 
 
Have the hidden child describe the taste as kids guess for no more than two minutes. 
 
Ask: How hard or easy is it to guess what the treat is just by hearing one person 
describe it? How can we better know what the treat is and what it tastes like? 
 
Bring the volunteer back and give each child dried pineapple. Ask: How is listening to 
someone describe the treat different from eating the treat yourself? 
 
Read aloud Psalm 34:8. Ask: What are ways we can “taste and see that the Lord is 
good”? 
 

For Extra Impact : 

• Ask: Why do you think God gives us good things? How do you think God feels when 
he gives us good gifts? 

• Have kids tell ways they can show God they’re thankful for the good things he gives them. 

• Close in prayer, letting each child thank God for a specific blessing. 
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[TITLE] Rock Solid 
[SMART] Nature Smart (with Body and Word Smart) 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] Psalm 71:3 
[POINT] Kids learn about God’s dependability. 
[BEST FOR] 1st to 6th grade 
[SUPPLIES] You’ll need a Bible, cornstarch, water, a measuring cup, a fist-sized rock, a 
mixing bowl, and paper towels. 
 

Dissolve 2 cups cornstarch in 1 cup of water. If the “goo” mixture won’t form a ball when 
squeezed, add more cornstarch. The substance will immediately return to a liquid form 
after each time it is handled. 

Gather the children in a circle, give each child a paper towel, and pass the rock around the 
circle. Say: As you hold this rock, say one word to describe it. 

Shape a portion of the cornstarch mixture into a ball in the bowl. Pass the bowl to one of 
the children and watch what happens. Say: When you’re given this bowl, shape the goo 
into a ball. Then place the ball back in the bowl and pass it on. Use the paper towels to 
wipe your hands. 

Say: One of the words we often use to describe rocks is solid. Is this ball of goo solid? 
It really isn’t very dependable. Listen to what the Bible says about God. 

Read aloud Psalm 71:3. Say: God is often called a rock. Ask: Since rocks are solid, what 
are some things they can be used for? Could the goo be used for those things? Why or 
why not? If God is like a rock and everything else is like the goo, what happens when 
we depend on God? when we depend on other things besides God? 

Close in prayer, thanking God for being so dependable 

For Extra Impact : 

• Ask: Why do you think God wants to be our rock and our fortress? What does that 
mean in your life? 

• Ask: When do you need to turn to God for refuge? 

• Give each child a small rock to keep as a reminder that God is our rock and refuge. 
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[TITLE] Blowin’ in the Wind 
[SMART] Nature Smart (with Body Smart) 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] Genesis 7:24-8:1 
[POINT] Use water currents and wind to help kids see how God can change the direction of 
their lives. 
[BEST FOR] all 
[SUPPLIES] You’ll need a Bible; newspaper; a large, clear glass bowl of water; a small toy 
boat that will float in the bowl; and talcum. 
 
Preparation: Spread newspaper over a table or on the floor. Place the bowl of water on the 
newspaper. 
Tell the story of Noah and the ark, or read the account found in Genesis before beginning 
this activity. Then read aloud Genesis 7:24-8:1 to the group. 
Gather kids around the bowl of water. Say: Let’s pretend that the water in this bowl is 
the ocean. It looks pretty calm, doesn’t it? Put the toy boat in the bowl. Say: The water 
still looks calm, but water always has some motion to it. Have the kids blow gently on 
the water surface. Ask: 

 What is happening to the water surface? 
 Why does the wind make the water surface change? 
 What happens to the boat when the water moves? 

Say: Wind that blows across the surface of the water makes currents. A current is the 
movement of a liquid in a particular path or direction. Sometimes currents are really 
strong-currents in a river make the water travel around rocks and tree roots. A 
current in the ocean can be strong, too- strong enough to make the water change the 
path of other objects such as boats or people who are swimming. 
To help us see the currents in our ocean, let’s add some talcum to the water 
surface.Have one child sprinkle talcum on the surface of the water, and then have kids 
gently blow across the water surface again. Say: The talcum helps us see how the water 
currents change the water’s surface as the wind blows on the water. 
When God remembered Noah and the animals on the ark, he sent a wind over the 
earth so that waters would go down and there would be dry land again for the people 
and animals to live on. We can remember that the wind God sent cleared the way for 
people to live on the earth again. 
In the Bible, the Holy Spirit sometimes acts in the form of the wind (Acts 2). Ask: 

 How do you think the wind might be kind of like God’s Spirit in your life? 
 What were ways God could change the direction of your life as the wind 

changed the direction of the water? 
Say: If the way you life is going doesn’t seem quite right, God’s Spirit, like the wind, 
can help change the direction of your life. God will help you live the way he wants 
you to if you trust him and allow him to work in your life. 
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[TITLE] Friends Stick Together 
[SMART] Nature Smart 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] Proverbs 18:24 
[POINT] Use the bonding properties of water to show kids that they should stick by their 
friends. 
[BEST FOR] all 
[SUPPLIES] You’ll need a Bible, two pieces of paper for each child, pens, various stackable 
plastic containers, paper plates, at least two stackable plastic drinking glasses, and a few 
spray bottles of water. 
 
Give each child two pieces of paper and a pen, and say: I’d like you to draw pictures of 
some things a friend has done or said that made you angry. Give kids a few minutes to 
do this, and then say: See if you can get your two pieces of paper to stick together 
without folding them. It doesn’t work, does it? Sometimes when a friend says or does 
mean things to us, we don’t want to be that person’s friend anymore. We want to 
walk away from him or her. 
Give a few kids the spray bottle and say: Now I’d like you to take turns spraying a little 
water on your pieces of paper. After you’ve done that, try to get them to stick 
together. Give kids a few minutes to do this, and the ask: 

 Did it work? Why do you think that is? 
Invite kids to repeat the experiment with the plastic containers, the plastic drinking 
glasses, or the paper plates. Ask: 

 Why do you think these things stayed apart when they were dry but stuck together 
when they were wet? 

Say: The pieces of paper, the plastic containers, and the paper plates stuck together 
when they were wet because the molecules in water are very attracted to each other, 
so they stick together really well. Ask: 

 Can you think of a time you had to stick by a friend? Tell me about it. 
Read aloud Proverbs 18:24, and then say: Just as the pieces of paper and the other 
things stuck to each other, God wants us to stick by our friends even when they say 
or do mean things to us. The next time one of your friends does something mean to 
you, try to remember this Bible verse. Ask: 

 What are some things you could do to stick by a friend? 
 What could happen if you don’t stick by a friend? 

Say: When we stick by our friends even though bad things are threatening to pull us 
away from them, we are showing our friends what God is like. God is the best friend 
of all, and he sticks by us no matter what. 
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Self Smart 
• Typically novelists, philosophers, counselors, people with a deep sense of self  
• Jesus modeled solitude and reflection. “He went up into the hills by himself to pray. Late that 

night, the disciples were in their boat in the middle of the lake, and Jesus was alone on land” 
(Mark 6:46-47) 
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[TITLE] Name Game 
[SMART] Self Smart (with Body Smart) 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] Proverbs 22:1 
[POINT] God gives each of us different interests and talents that make us special. 
[BEST FOR] Any 
[SUPPLIES] Bible 
 
Have all the children stand in a circle. Say: I’m glad that all of you are here. I’d like to 
teach you a game that will help us get to know one another. As the adult leader, begin 
the game. Introduce yourself by telling your name and something about yourself (for 
example, an interest or hobby). You should also choose an action or hand motion that 
represents that quality. For example, you might say “I’m Pete and I like to play baseball” 
while pretending to swing a bat. 
 
The child to your left will be next. She may say: “Pete likes to play baseball” while 
pretending to swing a bat, then “I’m Jessica, I love to read” while pretending to hold a book. 
 
Play continues around the circle with each child recalling the name, interest, and action of 
the previous group members, introducing themselves and choosing an action. The last 
person will have to recall the whole group! It’s OK for him or her to ask for help.  
 
Be sure to include all adult leaders in this activity. Be prepared to help timid children think 
of a characteristic and motion. After every one has had a turn, ask if anyone else would like 
to attempt to recall the whole group. 
 
After playing the game, have children sit down in the circle and discuss the following: 
• Why do you think God gave each of us different interests and abilities? 
• Proverbs 22:1 says that a good name is more valuable than riches. 
What do you think it means to have a “good name”? 
• How can you make sure that your choices and actions will give you a good name? 
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[TITLE] Special to God 
[SMART] Self Smart  
[BIBLE PASSAGE] 1 Samuel 16:7 
[POINT] Kids learn that God loves everyone. 
[BEST FOR] Preschool 
[SUPPLIES] You’ll need a Bible and a framed mirror. 
 
Hold up the mirror so only you can look into it. Say: I’m looking at a picture of 
someone God says is very special. Would you like to see the picture? OK, but I’ll 
show you only if you promise not to tell who’s in the picture. 

Hold the mirror up to each child so only one child can see into it at a time. 

Ask: Did we all see the same person? Who did you see? God thinks we’re all 
special. God thinks you’re special. Which child here do you think is God’s 
favorite child? God doesn’t have a favorite, does he? 

Say: The person you saw in the picture doesn’t look exactly like the other 
children. Some of you have dark hair; others have light hair. Some have dark 
skin; others have light skin. Some are tall; others are short. But no matter how 
you look, God thinks you’re special. 

God says that what makes us special is what’s inside, not how we look on the 
outside. Read aloud 1 Samuel 16:7. Say: Let’s thank God for making each of us 
special and unique. 

Close in prayer. 

For Extra Impact : 

• Set out markers, crayons, glue, yarn, fabric scraps, and other craft supplies. Let kids each create a 
selfportrait using the supplies. 

• Have kids form pairs and show each other their portraits. Then have partners affirm each other by 
naming things that are special about each other. 

• Display kids’ portraits in the hall, and invite other classes and church members to a showing of these 
special creations. 
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[TITLE] Cheater, Cheater 
[SMART] Self Smart  (with Logic Smart) 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] Psalm 15:1-2 
[POINT] Kids learn what the Bible says about cheating. 
[BEST FOR] 1st to 6th grade 
[SUPPLIES] You’ll need a Bible and masking tape. 
 

Make a masking-tape line on the floor. Tell kids that one end represents agree and the other end 
represents disagree. 

Say: I’ll make a statement. If you agree with it, go to the agree end. If you disagree, go to the disagree 
end. If you’re not sure, go to the middle. 

Here are the statements (pause between statements): 

It’s OK to look at someone else’s paper when you’re taking a test. 

If I need help with my homework, it’s OK to ask a friend for help. 

It’s OK to copy part of a report straight from the internet. 

If you don’t have time to read a book, it’s OK just to rent the movie based on the book. 

Read aloud Psalm 15:1-2. 

Ask: What does this Scripture say about cheating? Even if someone doesn’t get caught cheating, how 
do you think God feels about it? Why do kids cheat? How can we avoid cheating at school this year? 

Say: Let’s commit to being honest in our schoolwork. 

Close in prayer. 

For Extra Impact : 

• Have kids form groups of three or four. Have groups think of ways people cheat outside of school, such 
as when playing games or receiving too much change from a store. 

• Let groups take turns leading the rest of the class in playing the agree/disagree game using the ideas 
groups came up with. 

• Ask: Why does God want us to be honest? What’s the difference in how you feel when you do right 
and when you do wrong? Explain. 
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[TITLE] Prosthetic Noses 
[SMART] Self Smart  
[BIBLE PASSAGE] 1 Samuel 16:7 
[POINT] God sees our hearts 
[BEST FOR] 1st to 6th grade 
[SUPPLIES] Bible, mirrors, Silly Putty or big pieces of bubble gum for each child 
 
PREPARATION: Consider making a certificate for the contest winner by cutting pictures of noses 
from magazines and taping them to a page that reads “Best Prosthetic Nose Award.” 
 
Say: It’s time for a makeover. I want you to give yourself a nose job using these supplies. 
 
Let kids go to work molding the putty on their noses to create a new look. Bubble gum could be used 
as an economical, albeit more messy, substitution. If using bubble gum, have kids each chew their 
gum and then mold it on their own noses. Have mirrors available for kids to check out their  
handiwork, and give kids a few minutes to complete their new noses. 
 
Afterward, ask players to vote for the nose they like best. 
 
At the end of the game, discuss the following. 

 What was it like to create a new nose for yourself? 
 How do these noses create a different image of your face? 
 What are other ways we portray a “false image” of who we are inside? 

 
Read aloud 1 Samuel 16:7. 

 Why do you think it matters to God whether we are honest about who we really are or 
if we portray a false image? 

 
Say: It’s fun creating new noses. But it’s easy to create a false image of ourselves in other 
ways. Remember, God wants us to be honest about who we really are, both to others and 
ourselves. After all, God made each of us and values us all equally. 
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[TITLE] Where is Jesus Now? 
[SMART] Self Smart (as well as Picture and Word Smart) 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] Acts 1:1-11 
[POINT] When Jesus went to heaven, he sent the Holy Spirit to be with us. 
[BEST FOR] all 
[SUPPLIES] You’ll need a Bible; colorful, interesting picture postcards of vacation places; pieces 
of heavy paper cut to the size of postcards; and pencils. 
 
Say: When was the last time you went on a vacation? Where did you go? Have you ever sent 
a postcard to someone while you were on vacation or gotten a postcard from someone who was on 
a vacation? Allow children to respond. People send postcards because they want the people they 
love to know what it’s like where they are and to let their friends know they’re thinking of them. 
 
I brought some postcards with me today. Have the children hand around the postcards. Aren’t the 
places on the cards beautiful? I know of someplace even more beautiful. It has streets of gold, 
wonderful trees with delicious fruit on them all year, and no night. Do you know the place I’m talking 
about? Allow children to respond. That’s right—heaven. Have you ever gotten a postcard from 
heaven? Allow children to respond. No, I haven’t either. But we all have gotten something wonderful 
from someone who went to heaven. 
 
In the Bible it tells about when Jesus went back to heaven. Jesus had risen from the dead and spent 
40 days meeting with people and doing wonderful things. But then it was time for him to go to 
heaven. 
 
Acts 1:8-11 tells us what happened next. Read this passage aloud. Jesus went back to heaven. 
Although Jesus didn’t send a postcard of heaven to the people then or to us now, he did send the 
Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit does many wonderful things for us. Even though we can’t know exactly 
what it’s like in heaven where Jesus is, we can have the Holy Spirit to give us power and comfort. 
 
I have some blank postcards here for you. Hand out paper and pencils. On one side of the card, 
write a prayer of thanks to Jesus for sending the Holy Spirit to us, and later you can draw a picture 
on the other side of what you think heaven might be like. Give children time to write their prayers, 
and then pray together. 
 
Pray: Dear Jesus, thank you that you sent the Holy Spirit to us when you went to heaven. Even 
though we don’t have a picture of where you are now, I’m excited to be there with you someday! In 
your name, amen. 
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People Smart 
• Typically ministers, teachers, counselors, salespeople, managers, politicians  
• Jesus used small groups. ‘‘Then he appointed twelve of them and called them his apostles. 

They were to accompany him, and he would send them out to preach’’ (Mark 3:14) 
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[TITLE] Friendship Can Sting 
[SMART] People Smart (with Picture Smart) 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] Matthew 16:13-23 
[POINT] To have good friends, be one! 
[BEST FOR] Grades 5 and 6 
[SUPPLIES] Bible and a chenille wire for each group member 
 
Begin by asking: 
• What kind of friend do you think Jesus is? 
 
Have kids call out their answers. Then explain that you’ll be looking at a story about Jesus 
and Peter, one of Jesus’ closest friends. 
 
Give each person a chenille wire. Say: As I read aloud Matthew 16:13-20, listen for ways 
Jesus showed real friendship to Peter. When you hear something that shows how 
Jesus lived out real friendship, form your chenille wire into a shape that represents 
that idea. For example, if you think Jesus affirmed Peter, you could shape your 
chenille wire into a heart. 
 
Read the passage a second time while kids look for good examples of Jesus’ true friendship. 
Here are some ideas: Jesus affirmed Peter, Jesus showed confidence in Peter, Jesus showed 
that he trusted Peter, and Jesus shared his own ministry with Peter. Have kids explain their 
chenille-wire shapes to the whole group. Then read Matthew 16:21-23 twice while kids 
shape their chenille wires into representations of Jesus’ true friendship as recorded in this 
passage. 
 
Here are some ideas: Jesus shared personal concerns with Peter, Jesus was painfully honest 
with Peter, Jesus spoke the truth to Peter, and Jesus wouldn’t let his friends come between 
him and God. 
 
Then have kids trade chenille-wire shapes and attempt to explain the shapes to the whole 
group. After a few volunteers have explained the shapes they’re holding, have the original 
owners explain what the shapes symbolize. Ask: 
• What was it like to explain someone else’s chenille-wire shape? 
• How is that like the way you felt when looking for examples of friendship in the 
second passage? 
• How easy was it to find examples of friendship in this passage? 
• What surprises you most about Jesus’ actions in this passage? 
 
Say: Being a real friend means speaking the truth—even when it hurts. To be forever 
friends, we need to be willing to speak the truth in love and to be honest with one 
another. And we need to be willing to listen to the truth spoken by our friends. 
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[TITLE] Pressure Pot 
[SMART] People Smart (with Body Smart) 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] 1 Corinthians 15:33 
[POINT] Kids learn about peer pressure.  
[BEST FOR] All 
[SUPPLIES] Bible 
 
Have an adult take a volunteer to a place where he or she can’t hear what you say. 
 
Say: When the volunteer comes back, we’re going to try to get the volunteer to 
scratch his or her head. We’ll begin by clapping slowly, and as our volunteer gets 
close to doing what we want, we’ll start clapping faster. If the volunteer is far from 
doing what we want, we’ll clap slower. 
 
Call the volunteer back. Say: These people are going to help you do something. You 
have to figure out what that something is. They won’t speak, but they’ll clap. The 
faster the clapping, the closer you are to doing what they want. Let’s go. 
 
After the volunteer figures out the action or after three minutes, call time. Ask: 
• How did you feel as people tried to get you to do something? 
• How did the rest of you feel trying to get our volunteer to do something? 
• How do you feel when kids try to get you to do something you don’t want to do? 
 
Read aloud 1 Corinthians 15:33. Ask: 
• What does this verse say about peer pressure? 
• Can peer pressure be good? Explain. 
• How can we not give in to negative peer pressure? 
 
Say: Let’s pray. God, help us choose our friends wisely. And please help us stand 
strong against negative peer pressure. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
 
For Extra Impact 
—Ask: 
• Why do you think the Bible says that “bad company corrupts good character”? What 
does it mean to have good character? 
—Have kids find partners and let them take turns playing the clapping game. 
—Have partners talk about specific examples of positive peer pressure. Challenge kids to 
use those examples in their everyday lives. 
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[TITLE] Helping Out 
[SMART] People Smart (with Body Smart) 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] Galatians 6:2 
[POINT] By locking fingers with another person and trying to pull them apart, children learn 
that we’re stronger when we pull together. 
[BEST FOR] All 
[SUPPLIES] Bible 
 

Form pairs. Have partners each stand face to face and lock one finger with each other. Then have pairs 
each pull until the lock is broken. Say: Easy, huh? Now—using one hand—lock two fingers together and 
pull them apart. 

After pairs finish, say: A little harder. Now lock three fingers together and pull them apart. 

Continue until pairs each clasp hands (lock all five fingers) and try to pull them apart. 

Read aloud Galatians 6:2. Ask: 

• Why is it important for Christians to help each other? 

Have volunteers share when someone has helped them or when they’ve helped another person. Ask: 

• What did it feel like to be helped? to help? 

Have kids each hold up each finger in succession while repeating the following after you: 

(One finger) God makes each of us strong. 

(Two fingers) But two Christians are stronger than one. 

(Three fingers) Three Christians can provide more help than two. 

(Four fingers) And if we keep adding more Christians to our group, 

(Five fingers) we become strong enough to help each other as well as other people. And if we do that… 

(Make a fist.) we can change the world. 
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[TITLE] Feeling Wormy 
[SMART] People Smart 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] Psalm 22:1-8, 23-24 
[POINT] Kids experience what it feels like to be ignored, then hear that God doesn’t leave 
people out. 
[BEST FOR] All 
[SUPPLIES] Bible 
 

Form groups of five or fewer. Have the person in each group wearing the most white be “It.” Have kids 
start talking together, but totally ignore “It.” Tell “It” to do whatever he or she can—short of physical 
touch—to be noticed by others. 

After about one minute, have children sit in a circle. Ask the “Its”: 

• How did you feel being left out? What did you do to be noticed? 

Ask the others: 

• How did you feel during the exercise? Why? 

Read aloud Psalm 22:1-8. 

Say: This psalm shows us the pain of a person who felt abandoned even by God. 

Read aloud Psalm 22:23-24. Ask: 

• What in these last verses makes you think this person believed God still cared about him? 

Say: We know from this psalm that God still cares for us even when we feel left out. God doesn’t leave 
people out. 

Pray: Thank you, God, for not turning away from us when we feel left out. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

Have children huddle together and give each other a big group-hug. 
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[TITLE] Right or Left? 
[SMART] People Smart (and Body Smart) 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] Isaiah 30:21 
[POINT] Kids learn about hearing God’s voice. 
[BEST FOR] 1st to 6th grade 
[SUPPLIES] You’ll need a Bible and blindfolds for half the children. 
 
Say: Let’s experience how God’s voice helps us make good choices. Find a partner, 
and choose who’ll wear the blindfold first. If you aren’t wearing a blindfold, your job 
is to stay behind your partner as you guide him or her around the room with your 
voice. No touching! We’ll do this for two minutes, and then we’ll switch roles and 
repeat the activity. 
 
Allow time. Then gather kids in a circle. Ask: How did you feel when you were blindfolded 
and relying on someone to help you move around the room? 
 
Read aloud Isaiah 30:21. Ask: How was our activity like or unlike listening to God? How 
do we listen to God? How does listening to God help us decide what’s right or wrong 
in our lives? How can we better listen for God’s voice telling us, “This is the way—
walk in it”? 
 

For Extra Impact : 

• Ask: Why is it important to listen to God? 

• Ask: What happens when we don’t listen to God and instead try to go our own way? 

• Pray with kids, asking God to help kids listen for his voice so they can follow and obey him. 
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[TITLE] Family Forgiveness  
[SMART] People Smart 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] Luke 15:11-32 
[POINT] We thank Jesus for always loving us. 
[BEST FOR] 1st and 2nd grade 
[SUPPLIES] Bibles, paper, pencils 
 
Give each child a sheet of paper and a pencil. Form three groups, and send each group off to 
its own corner. Assign each group one of the main people in the story—the lost son, his 
older brother, or the father. 
 
SAY: As I read today’s Bible story— a story Jesus made up—pay special attention to 
what your person does. You’re going to think and talk about that person with your 
group, and then form new groups to share your discoveries. 
 
Read aloud Luke 15:11-32. Then have groups talk about the following questions one at a 
time: 
 
ASK: What did your person learn about forgiveness? 
Explain who your person is more like—God or people. 
How was your person thankful at the end of the story? 
 
Give groups about three or four minutes to discuss the questions and write their answers. 
Then call time, and have children form new groups with at least one representative from 
each of the previous groups. Have kids each share their answers with their new groups, so 
everyone learns about the other people. Then gather together. Have a few children share 
what they discussed. 
 
SAY: God is a lot like the father in the story Jesus told. He always loves us, and he 
always accepts us. When we feel lost like the son, God will find us. That’s why we 
Thank Jesus for always loving us. 
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[TITLE] Telephone  
[SMART] People Smart 
[BIBLE PASSAGE] Mark 15:33-41 
[POINT] God hears us when we cry.  
[BEST FOR] 1st to 6th grade 
[SUPPLIES] You’ll need a Bible, two disposable cups, string, scissors, and beads or washers. 
Before the lesson, make a “telephone” by poking a small hole in the bottom of each cup. Cut 
one 10-foot length of string, and thread it through the hole in the bottom of one cup. Tie a 
washer or bead to the end of the string inside the cup. Repeat this process with the other 
end of the string and the other cup. 
Say: Can you guess what these cups and string are for? Give time for responses. I’ve made 
something like a telephone with them. Let’s see how it works. Choose two volunteers. Have 
each child hold a cup and carefully walk away from each other until the string is taught. 
Then as one child speaks into one cup, the other holds the cup to listen through it. Have 
volunteers take turns talking and listening. 
 
Did my telephone always work? Could you always hear your partner? What made it easier 
or harder to hear the other person? Let children respond. This phone may not have worked 
perfectly, but there is one type of communication that always works. There is one special 
“call” we can make that will always be heard—our prayers! 
 
Open your Bible to Mark 15. The Bible tells us that many of the leaders during Jesus’ time 
didn’t like the things Jesus was saying and doing. They wanted to make him stop saying he 
was God. But Jesus just kept right on teaching, blessing, and healing the people. Finally the 
leaders decided to kill Jesus by nailing him to a cross. God knew that Jesus would die this 
way, but God also knew that Jesus would rise from the dead and live in heaven forever! 
While Jesus was on the cross, he cried out to God. Read Mark 15:34 aloud. God heard Jesus’ 
prayer, but didn’t take Jesus down from the cross and save him from death. Instead, he gave 
Jesus the strength to finish his task. 
 
Have you ever cried out to God? Why? Did you hear or see God’s answer? Allow time for 
responses. Sometimes God changes our problems so they’re not problems anymore, and 
sometimes he gives us the strength to make it through the problems. We can never be sure 
how God will answer our prayers. But one thing is for certain, God always hears us when 
we cry out to him! God heard Jesus and he hears us, too. 
 
Pray: Dear God, thank you for always listening to our prayers. Please help us remember to 
cry out to you when things are good and when things are bad. Thank you for always being 
there for us. We love you. Amen. 
 
If time permits, let children experiment more with the “telephone.” 
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