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50 New Ways to Bring the Bible to Life 

with David Jennings 

About the smarts 
There are many different kinds of students in this world, and we do them a disservice when we teach in a manner 
that reflects the way we learn, rather than one that accommodates kids' individuality. Howard Gardner has done 
extensive research since the '60s when he was a graduate student at Harvard. His theory of multiple intelligences 
suggests another basic principle that separates good teachers from great teachers: Kids are different and that's 
great! 

 
Follow these links to find detailed information about Howard Gardner's Theory of Multiple Intelligences and 
education. You'll discover great insights for how you can reach every child in your ministry by tapping a variety of 
intelligences. 

 
• www.institute4learning.com/multiple_intelligences.php 
• infed.org/mobi/howard-gardner-multiple-intelligences-and-education/ 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
WORD SMART 
Jesus was a storyteller.  “Jesus also used this illustration…” (Matthew 13:33) 
 
Ways to Connect to Christ: 

 Engage in discussions – ask good questions 

 Create newsletters 

 Interview others 

 Tell and/or write stories – “Tell about a time when…” 

 Write stories and poems 

 Use journal writing 
 

PICTURE SMART  

Jesus used visuals to help people remember.  “He took some bread and gave thanks to God for it.  Then He 
broke it in pieces and gave it to the disciples, saying, ‘This is my body, which is given for you. Do this to 
remember me’.” (Luke 22:19)  
 
Ways to Connect to Christ: 

 Use diagrams to illustrate points 

 Show videos 

 Create arts & crafts 

 Display lots of pictures, posters, art and color in the classroom 

 
MUSIC SMART  

Jesus and his disciples sang hymns. “Then they sang a hymn and went out to the Mount of Olives.” (Matthew 
26:30) 
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Ways to Connect to Christ: 

 Learn with raps and rhythmic chants or cheers 

 Write songs 

 Play music as kids arrive, as background music during activities, and as exit music 

 Learn Bible truths and stories through songs 

 Play musical instruments in the class 

 Use music to set the class mood 

 
LOGIC SMART  

Jesus asked a lot of questions. “And why worry about a speck in your friend’s eye when you have a log in 
your own?” (Matthew 7:3) 
 
Ways to Connect to Christ: 

 Solve problems together 

 Explore things step-by-step 

 Use Bible computer games 

 Analyze and interpret 

 Ask probing, thinking questions 

 
BODY SMART  

Jesus used active learning.  “So he got up from the table, took off his robe, wrapped a towel around his 
waist, and poured water into a basin.  Then he began to wash the disciples’ feet, drying them with the 
towel he had around him.” (John 13:4-5) 
 
Ways to Connect to Christ: 

 Let kids “play around” with an object while learning 

 Challenge kids to review the lesson’s point while they swim, jog and play during the week 

 Act out stories or use role play 

 Jump, clap, finger snap, stomp, climb or twirl around 

 Use physical movement, play and dance 

 Build models 

 
NATURE SMART  

Jesus knew the ways of wind and water, of fish and growing things.  “Here is another illustration Jesus 
used: ’The Kingdom of Heaven is like a mustard seed planted in a field’.” (Matthew 13:31) 

 
Ways to Connect to Christ: 

 Use nature to enhance lessons 

 Take walks with your class 

 Be a good steward of natural resources 

 Study in natural settings 

 Talk about environmental issues 

 Compare what plants need to grow and what we need to grow in faith 

 Bring in animals 
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SELF SMART  

Jesus modeled solitude and reflection. “He went up into the hills by himself to pray. Late that night, the 
disciples were in their boat in the middle of the lake, and Jesus was alone on land.” (Mark 6:46-47) 

 
Ways to Connect to Christ: 

 Plan independent study times 

 Encourage prayer, mediation, and personal quiet times 

 Have personal visits with children 

 Debrief learning activities to allow reflection and self-awareness 

 Take time for quiet reflection during class time 
 

PEOPLE SMART  

Jesus used small groups. “Then he appointed twelve of them and called them his apostles. They were 
to accompany him, and he would send them out to preach.” (Mark 3:14) 

 
Ways to Connect to Christ: 

 Do service projects 

 Do get-acquainted activities 

 Use interactive learning techniques (pair-shares, trios, jigsaw puzzles) 

 Plan for social times 

 Work in teams and small groups 

 Plan parties and celebrations (for holidays, birthdays, etc.) 
 

 


